DRAFT GUI DANCE for Water Quality Assessnent and Monitoring

The State of Wonming is authorized to adm nister the C ean Water
Act (CWA) and is responsible for determ ning inpairnment of

wat er bodi es and devel opi ng Total Maximum Daily Load (pollution)
all ocations for streans not neeting its water quality standards.
Wom ng BLMwi || cooperate with the Wom ng Departnent of
Environnmental Quality (WDEQ in inplenenting these provisions of
the CWA.  Until our existing Menorandum of Understanding with
WDEQ i s updated to clearly articulate our relative roles and
responsibilities in managi ng water resources on public |ands, our
al | ot ment assessnent and water resource nonitoring activities

i npl emented to determ ne whether Standard #5 is being nmet will be
oriented to providing WOEQ water quality rel ated dat a,

i nformati on, and associ ated recomendati ons for its subsequent
action.

Al t hough BLM wi Il not determ ne inpairnment or prepare and

i npl enment specific corrective actions to address water quality
probl ems we m ght perceive existing in waters of the State, we

wi |l provide recommendations for the State's 303(d) Listing
process (e.g., nomnate streans on public |and for the 303(d)
List if we feel that there is adequate data to indicate a water
quality problemexists). W wll also cooperate with the WDEQ in
devel opi ng corrective TMDLs and plans for streans on public |ands
that the State has determ ned to be inpaired.

Wom ng BLMwi || enpl oy a screeni ng approach during all otnent
assessnents to determ ne whether Standard #5 is being nmet. The
following guidelines are offered as the preferred course in
executing this task.

1. Check the State’s 303(d) List as the starting point for
identifying whether water quality standards are bei ng net
within allotnments schedul ed for assessnment. Obtain a
determ nation from WDEQ whet her water quality standards are
being net, i.e., yes, no, or uncertain, for waterbodies
within the allotnent.

BLM shoul d cooperate with the State in the devel opment of
TMDLs for waterbodies on Public Land that WDEQ has al ready
determ ned are inpaired by nonpoint sources of pollution.
BLM shoul d prescribe and inplenment appropriate nmanagenent
actions for other resource problens (i.e., non-water quality
probl enms such as inpaired riparian habitat or upland
vegetation health) associated wth waterbodi es WDEQ has
determ ned are uninpaired. |If no determnation is currently
avai l abl e for any or all waterbodies in the allotnment and
uncertainty exists, then, proceed to step 2.

2. Gat her, conpile and anal yze existing water quality and
rel ated data from BLM sources and from ot her agencies for
i ndi cations of water quality problens. Existing PFC,



phannel cross section or simlar data should be consi dered
in this process.

Evaluate the results of allotnent assessnents (survey
actions associated wth assessing Standards 1-3) prior to
i npl enenti ng subsequent steps.

a. Conpi | e and anal yze pertinent assessnent data,
e.g., new PFC, soil erosion, upland checklist, or
other simlar data associated with water resource
condi ti ons.

b. Consi der collection of additional data linked to
t he WDEQ desi gnated uses within the
al | ot ment/ wat er shed usi ng repeat abl e “screeni ng
| evel ” inventory nethods, e.g., readings of pH
tenperature, TDS, DO, photo points, abbreviated
macr oi nvertebrate studi es, and channel cross
sections. Such data gathering should be designed
to address significant resource concerns, e.g.,
T&E fish. Refer to the attached Water Quality
Moni toring Checklist for suggested characteristics
that may be nonitored for each C ass of water
This level of nmonitoring is optional and dependent
upon wor kl oad priorities.

Based on the assessnents conpl eted above, identify whether a
water quality problen(s) likely exist(s) and the manner and
degree in which activities occurring on public land are
contributing. See S&G Inplenentation Guidelines, i.e., is
the perceived water quality problem associated with

i vestock grazing?

| f the perceived problen(s) is/are identified as |ivestock
grazing related, initiate corrective actions under Standards
1-3 for other resource problens (i.e., non-water quality
probl enms such as inpaired riparian habitat or upland
vegetation health) before the next grazing season.

Submt the conpiled existing/ new supporting data to WDEQ
wi th recommendations for:

a. Possible listing/delisting of the waterbody
t hrough their established nom nation procedures.

b. Addi tional followup “intensive” water quality
noni toring actions by WDEQ to verify the perceived
water quality inpairnment.

Wrk with WDEQ to devel op appropriate corrective measures,
e.g., BMPs, managenent plans, or treatnents to address the
additional inpairnments (standard viol ations) that WEQ has
determ ned based upon its investigations and anal ysis of
BLM i nput .
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